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must have revival in our ex-

isting churches.  This can 

happen if we desire it and are 

willing to pay the price in 

prayer, sacrifice, and surren-

der.  Third, we must have 

godly, spirit- filled pastors.  

Our men need to answer 

God's call, and we must pray 

that God will send us pastors 

after His own heart.  

(Jeremiah 3:15)  We can 

add, plant, and redevelop a 

church for every pastor God 

raises up and sends to us. 
 

We must provide scholar-

ships and have support from 

our churches to see that our 

men are trained and equipped 

to answer God's call. 
 

God has already delivered to 

us some fine young men to 

pastor our churches.  Let's 

pray that more of our young 

men will answer to the call, 

and when they do, we must 

encourage and support them. 
 

AIM has a bright future.  

God has much more for us to 

do.  Our country and the 

world have millions of peo-

ple who need to hear the gos-

pel message of salvation by 

faith and repentance and in 

addition that their hearts can 

be purified by faith.  To-

gether with God's help, we 

can carry the message. 
 

Let's AIM high, plan well, 

work hard and pray much  

until He comes! 

AIM is now forty-six years 

old.  That is relatively young 

for a Christian association.  

God has blessed our associa-

tion with some godly pastors 

and lay people over the past 

years.  God has used us to 

give birth to Wesley Biblical 

Seminary, start, assist, and 

plant dozens of churches, 

send missionaries, complete 

mission projects at home and 

aboard, encourage our people 

to answer God's call for min-

istry, supply scholarships, 

hold very successful youth 

camps and retreats for youth 

and adults.  We praise God 

for how He has blessed us 

and used us.  We have a rich 

history.  However, the past is 

to be remembered and learned 

from, but we can't relive it.  

Therefore, our minds need to 

be set on the future and the 

things God has for us to ac-

complish for Him. 
 

I believe God has brought 

AIM into existence and to this 

day to proclaim the biblical 

message of heart purity.  We 

are to proclaim and promote a 

free salvation by faith to all 

men and a full salvation by 

faith from all sin.  We are to 

be an evangelistic movement 

as stated in our theme "loving 

God from a pure heart and 

loving others by sharing the 

gospel."  Our theme is de-

rived from the great commis-

sion in Matthew 22:36-39, 

and the great commandment 

Matthew 28:19-20. 

 

As we AIM for the future, I 

believe we have some rea-

sonable and attainable goals.  

I believe we can have one 

hundred healthy churches 

with godly, competent pas-

tors in  churches that are 

bringing people to Christ, 

discipling them and leading 

them to the blessed experi-

ence of heart purity, 
 

How do we get to a hundred 

healthy churches?  I believe 

there are three steps to get 

there.  First, we must con-

tinue to plant churches.  Sec-

ond, we must assist our pla-

teaued and declining 

churches in redevelopment.  

Third, we must make our-

selves visible and attractive 

to the unaligned, like-

minded churches to join us 

in our mission. 
 

Three things must happen if 

we are to reach this goal and 

accomplish what God has 

put us here to do. 
 

One, is to be empowered by 

the Holy Spirit; human 

strength, energy, and wis-

dom are not enough.  We 

must be empowered and led 

by the Holy Spirit.  Two, we 

AIM For the Future 
by Dr. Mike Weldon 

AIM Newsletter 

ñLoving God 

from a pure heart 

and loving others 

by sharing the  

gospel.ò  

"Master,  

which is the great 

commandment in 

the law?  Jesus 

said unto him, 

Thou shalt love the 

Lord thy God with 

all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, 

and with all thy 

mind.  This is the 

first and great 

commandment.  

And the second is 

like unto it, thou 

shalt love thy 

neighbor as thy-

self." 

ñGo ye therefore, 
and teach all na-

tions, baptizing 
them in the name 

of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost:  

Teaching them to 

observe all things 
whatsoever I have 

commanded you:  
and, lo, I am with 

you alway, even 

unto the end of the 

world.  Amen.ò 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Corner 
by Bill Chandler 

our Lord. Such passion!  

 
Hereôs a heads up. Donôt 

miss next year. You will 

be blessed! 
 

Besides the conference, 

AIM put on three Summer 

Camps. All reports have 

been glowing. While I did 

not attend, I was able to 

witness the results from 

the Southeast region camp. 

Hearts were changed. My 

three children attended at 

ages  eighteen, seventeen,  
and fourteen.  One is going 

off to college, one is a 
rising senior and one is a 

rising freshmen. After 

attending this camp, all 

three are better prepared 

to face the challenges 

they will face this year. 

They are ready to be 

separate from the crowd 

while being a part of it. 

Ready to witness in word 

and action. Ready to 

stand apart and show 

Christ in their lives.  

 
Isnôt that what we want??

We need to save this gen-

eration, and AIM camps 

are a great way to start. 

 

Thanks for your love, 

prayers and support. God 

bless you all as we serve 

our great savior, Jesus 

Christ. 

Greetings. What a busy 

and incredible summer 

we have just finished. I 

continue to be amazed at 

how faithful the Lord is! 

 
We had a fantastic annual 

meeting again this year, 

and I am honored to have 

been re-elected to serve 

as President once again.  

We had dual hosts this 

year with Faith Methodist 

Church in Cobb County,  

and First Independent 

Methodist Church from 

Dublin.  While we had a 

few logistical challenges, 

we had wonderful fellow-

ship, singing, prayer, 

preaching and of course, 

food. The messages from 

all the preachers were just 

outstanding. What a 

blessing to have such tal-

ent and men on fire for 
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A Donation was received in Memory of:  

 
               

 Mrs. Elosie Chandler 
 

 Rev. Graham Edwards 
 

 Mrs. Helen McKnight 
 

 Carl Wilmerôs mother 
 

 

 

 

 

You may send a donation in memory of someone in lieu of flowers or in 

honor of someone special. 
 

Along with your donation please include name and address of the person 

whom you wish to receive the memorial or in-honor-of letter.  He or she 

will be mailed a letter stating that a donation was made in memory of or in-

honor-of. 

mailto:aim2000@bellsouth.net
http://www.aim2020.com


Saturday led by our president Bill Chandler.  Reports were 

given by our president, executive director, pastor parish chair-

man, and minutes were read and approved.  The budget was  

46th Annual Meeting of  the Association of  Independent Methodists 
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Treasurer Jess Roques, New 

Church Development Rev. 

Doug Pierce, Pastor Parish 

Rev. David Lane, the Re-

gional Directors are  Mid-

South Region - Tommy 

McKnight; Tennessee Val-

ley Region - Rev. Hal Dai-

gre; South-East Region- 

David Chandler.  These 

godly men will be your ex-

ecutive committee for the 

next year.  I am looking 

forward to working with 

them as they give leadership 

to AIM. 
 

We enjoyed a wonderful 

missions banquet on Friday 

evening.  We heard a first-

hand report from Jeff and 

Terri Rains and their call to 

Loja, Ecuador.  Reports 

were given about the other 

AIM - approved missions.  

Recognition and apprecia-

tion was given to our three 

outstanding military chap-

lains. 
 

The closing of our meeting 

was highlighted with the 

receiving of our newest 

church,  Methodist Pulawy 

Church in Poland and pastor 

Jaroslaw Bator was granted 

a license to preach.  Rev. 

Barry Hathcock, pastor of 

Independent Methodist 

Church of Macon, Missis-

sippi, was granted a license 

to preach.  Mrs. Janis Lane 

was granted a Deaconess of 

Mission Ministries for her 

ministry with the ladies.  A 

commissioning prayer was 

offered for the new church, 

ministers, and our good la-

ity. 
 

Thanks to all who prayed, 

worked, planned, and at 

tended to make this one of 

our best annual meetings. 

The 46th annual meeting 

was held in Atlanta, Geor-

gia, with Faith Methodist 

Church and First Independ-

ent Methodist Church of 

Dublin, Georgia co-hosting.  

Many thanks to Dominion 

Christian School for allow-

ing us to use their beautiful 

facilities. 
 

The people of Faith Method-

ist Church did an out-

standing job of making all 

who attended feel welcome, 

loved, and special.  The 

food and refreshments were 

really good. 
 

The people of Faith did a 

great job with a short notice 

of a change in location from 

Dublin to Atlanta.  I know 

First Independent Methodist 

Church of Dublin was disap-

pointed,  but due to circum-

stance beyond their control 

with motel space, we had to 

relocate and Faith in Atlanta 

gave the invitation. 
 

We had some outstanding 

messages brought by our 

own men.  Many thanks to 

Bro. Marshall Daigre, Bro. 

Paul Brown, Bro Michael 

Hudson, Bro. Tim Estes, 

and Bro. Ron Mensinger for 

allowing the Lord to speak 

through them. 
 

We had two wonderful 

classes led by Bro. David 

Lane and Dr. Gary Thornton 

on church systems and what 

happens following sanctifi-

cation.  These were very 

informative and helpful. 
 

We just have the best pas-

tors and people.  The busi-

ness meeting was held on  

 

presented, explained and approved.  The nominating commit-

tee gave a report for the executive committee for next year.  

No nominations were made from the floor and the report was 

approved:  President Bill Chandler, Secretary Charles Tew,  



 

HOW TO GROW YOUR CHURCH  
Part 1 

By Dr. Gary Thornton 

you are averaging 75, you will jump 

to nearly 95. 

 
Research tells us that nearly half, 47 

percent, of all church members at-

tend worship every Sunday. If a con-

gregation chose to focus on the other 

half, the 53 percent, which do not 

attend every Sunday, they could 

boost their average attendance. If 

individuals in the 53 percent would 

increase their frequency by attending 

one more Sunday a month,  that 

would increase a congregationôs at-

tendance by 25 percent. 

 
How to begin? Know your mem-

berôs worship patterns. Ask your 

ushers or some other group to take 

attendance. You can divide your 

sanctuary into sections and ask 

someone to record who sits in that 

section. You can provide each one 

with a church roster and they simply 

mark who sits in their section. Col-

lect the rosters and compile this in-

formation into a master file. After 

gathering this data for two to three 

months, profile your congregation. 

 
When you profile your congregation, 

you will discover that there are three 

groups of attenders: the core, the 

committed, and the connected. Core 

members attend three to four Sun-

days every month. Committed mem-

bers attend about three out of every 

eight worship services. They attend 

more than once a month. Connected 

members attend your worship ser-

vices about once a month or less. 

 
How do you increase the frequency 

of worship attendance of your com-

mitted and the connected members? 

The key is friends, groups, and tasks. 

Congregations must move beyond 

just being friendly to assisting 

members in building genuine 

friendships with newcomers and 

members on the fringe. 

 
Congregations need to move com-

mitted and connected members into 

groups. Congregations need to re-

view their current group opportuni-

ties and consider starting new 

groups for these members. Groups 

usually fall into three categories: 

growth, task, and fun. A growth 

group meets regularly with an em-

phasis on spiritual growth like a 

Sunday school class. A task group 

meets to work on a project together. 

When the task is completed, the 

group ceases to meet. A fun group 

is a group that gathers for fun ac-

tivities like playing on a church 

softball team. 

 
Another key to increase the fre-

quency of worship attendance of 

committed and connected members 

is to give them a regular task to 

perform. Church members who 

have a responsibility on Sunday 

generally show up to perform that 

responsibility. We are not talking 

about serving on the church board, 

but rather asking them to serve in 

some meaningful way on Sunday. 

 
The success of your strategy de-

pends on how you are able to match 

your strategy to the unique needs of 

the regulars and the connected that 

attend your congregation. Your 

congregation can grow. The first 

step is to increase the frequency of 

those who already attend your wor-

ship services. 

 

The first question I am often asked is 

ñBrother Gary, how do I grow my 

church?ò Church growth is complex. 

Ultimately, church growth is about 

making more and better disciples. 

Church growth is concerned about 

both the quantity and quality of dis-

ciples. It is Godôs will that the 

church find lost people and incorpo-

rate them into His church. This re-

flects the quantitative side of church 

growth. It is also Godôs will that His 

disciples are obedient to Godôs word 

and grow in their Christlikeness. 

This reflects the qualitative side of 

church growth. 

 
What people actually want to know 

is ñHow can we increase our Sunday 

morning average worship atten-

dance?ò There are only two ways to 

increase a congregationôs average 

Sunday morning worship atten-

dance. The first is to attract more 

individuals to their worship service. 

The second is to increase the fre-

quency of people currently attending 

their worship service. I have learned 

this truth ï not all of a congrega-

tionôs members show up for worship 

every Sunday. 

 
What if I told you that you could 

increase your average Sunday morn-

ing worship attendance by twenty-

five percent without attracting a sin-

gle new person to your Sunday 

morning worship service. You 

would probably tell me that I was 

crazy. If your congregation is a typi-

cal church in North America, by 

following my suggestion, your wor-

ship attendance can jump twenty-

five percent without reaching a sin-

gle new person. If you currently are 

averaging 40 in attendance, that will 

mean you will now have 50, or if 
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Meet Our Adopted Mississippi Family 
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Meet Kellie and Gable Estis of 

Smithville, Mississippi.  This is 

the  family we adopted from 

Smithville, Mississippi, that lost 

both parents and destroyed their 

home during the tornado. 
 

Kellie and her son Gable were 

living with and taking care of her 

aging and ailing parents. 
 

When the storm hit Smithville, 

Kellie was at work and Gable had 

gotten home from school.  His 

grandfather sent him to their 

storm  shelter when the warning 

came.  He was unable to get his 

wife or  himself to the shelter. He 

managed to get his wife to the 

hallway of  their home and  

braced for the storm. 
 

Their home was totally destroyed 

along with one hundred and fifty-

five other homes.  Kellie's mom 

died instantly.  Her dad survived 

but had suffered injuries, a heart 

attack, and was covered with de-

bris.  He was transported to a  

hospital where he suffered a sub-

sequent heart attack and passed 

away the following morning. 

Needless to say what a traumatic 

impact this had on Kellie and 

Gable.  Please remember Kellie 

and Gable in prayer as they con-

tinue their lives and their emo-

tional recovery. 
 

On June 28, Bro. George Felts, 

my wife Marie, son Robert, and 

myself traveled to Smithville, 

Mississippi to personally meet 

Kellie and Gable. 
 

It was a joy to meet them and 

deliver two pickup loads of furni-

ture and household goods.  That 

was made possible by the gener-

osity of our AIM people and Mi-

skelly Furniture. 
 

They shared with us the storm 

story with its life- shattering ex-

perience of losing both parents, 

their house, all belongings and 

the shock to the whole town.  

They were thankful for Godôs  

presence and that He had spared 

their lives.  They also shared how 

this had brought them back to God and the 

church. 
 

We enjoyed our visit and left them with prayer, 

smiles of encouragement, along with tears of 

compassion, and Christian love. 
 

We give God the glory for allowing us to be a 

blessing.  Many thanks to the AIM family for 

being a blessing to Kellie and Gable. 
 

We will continue to help them with back- to- 

school shopping, utility bills and Christmas. 
 

We will keep you updated on their progress.  

With the help of FEMA they have purchased a  

small brick home that had been for sale and was 

not damaged.  It is now fully furnished.  Praise 

the Lord.  God is so good. 

Encouraged to See God at Work 

Since our last email update, we have 

had the privilege of sharing the vision 

God has given us for ministry in the 

ñForgotten Provinceò of Loja, Ecuador, 

at several churches and with many indi-

viduals in Alabama & Mississippi. We 

have been encouraged to see God raise 

up new financial partners and look for-

ward to hearing back from churches 

and individuals who have communi-

cated their desire to partner with us 

through ongoing support, but are still 

praying about the amount. 
 

Here is an update on our support: 

¶ Prayer partners:  95, getting close  

        to or goal of 100. 

¶ Monthly Support:  37% of required 

        amount. 

¶ One-time support:  70% of required 

amount 
 

Recently, we have also enjoyed serving 

at a Vacation Bible School and a youth 

camp. It was exciting to see the way God 

worked in the hearts of many young 

people. It was a special treat to talk with 

two teens at the youth camp who had 

accepted the Lordôs call to missionary 

service. One young lady shared that the 

Lord began to speak to her about mis-

sions when we shared at her church in 

May.  
 

Please pray for wisdom from above to 

make the most of every opportunity to 
encourage people to follow God's lead-
ing concerning their involvement in 

missions. 

You may remember that May 30th was 

our target date to leave for Ecuador. We 

feel like an expecting mother who has 

passed her due date and is eagerly an-

ticipating the arrival of her child. As 

soon as our financial support is raised, 

we will be able to purchase our tickets 

to return to Ecuador. Would you 

prayerfully consider partnering with 

us in ministry through prayer or finan-

cial support?  



We had an astounding AIM wide Ladies Refresher this past March at Springville 

Camp and Conference Center in Odenville, Alabama.  This year our theme was on 

Equipping the Saints "for the equipping of the saints for the working of ministry..." 

 
In the past, several ladies have asked Janis if she would consider serving as the spot-

light speaker.  After much prayer and consideration she finally felt the Lord leading 

her to speak at the next Refresher.  During the 2011 Ladies Refresher, Janis certainly 

took hold of the direction the Lord was leading her in and relayed an exceptional mes-

sage of equipping ourselves for the work He has prepared for us. 

 
The faithful attendees of our AIM  Ladies Refresher enjoyed a testimony filled with 

promise and hope for all.  Janis told us how the Lord used her to win her entire family 

much like the Philippian jailer; how inspiring!  In addition, she shared with us several sanctification titles and gave us 

vivid biographies of giants of the fast time.  The book table was full of healing and guidance literature that each of us 

could certainly see ourselves studying. 

 
As always Janis went the extra mile, she made up packets with crucial information including John Wesley's Accountabil-

ity Discipleship Groups, One on One Accountability, The Roman Road to Salvation, and Discipleship; the Key to Under-

standing the Good News (written for a Discipleship Class by her husband Bro. David Lane).  We learned that the key to 

understanding the Good News is vital in winning souls and helping them grow.  If you would like to have a hard copy of 

this information please contact the AIM office. 

 
Kim McLean and Devon O'Day once again served as our worship leaders.  They are always right on target with the wor-

ship music.  The Lord laid songs on their hearts that went perfect with the message that He laid on Janis' heart. 

 
While the attendance was low God promises "where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 

midst of them."   (Matthew 18:20)  We were truly blessed by the worship leaders, the speaker, and the perfect weather. 
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ñEQUIPPING THE SAINTSò 

THE TOOL KIT FOR CHRISTIANS 
by Denise Caufield  

Ephesians 4:12 òfor the  
equipping of the saints for 
the working of ministry, éó 

 



 You are more than a machine.  You are made in the image of God, after His likeness.  You are not a robot.  You are 

not a computer.  You are not some mere animal.  No, you are a person, created to know, love, and be like God.  That 

being said, the Gospel is, likewise, not mechanical.  It is not merely a system of points to be presented.  If our desire is 

to faithfully reach people with Jesus, we must realize that we are called to do more than simply present points that sum-

marize the Good News and ask for a verbal response of either acceptance or rejection.  In fact, we are called to live the 

Good News and, thereby, reach others through the love of Christ. 
 

These (and, perhaps, many more) were the 

ideas behind the theme of our 2011 AIM 

Southeast Youth Camp: MORE THAN 

MACHINE.  This summer, our AIM South 

-East  youth returned for a second year at 

Woodland Christian Camp in Temple, 

Georgia.  Gathering together on Sunday 

afternoon, July 24, were 83 campers and 

counselors, later to be joined for various 

parts of the week by 12 temporary guests 

before camp ended late in the morning on Thursday, July 28. 
 

Marshall Daigre, our evangelist, delivered powerful, Spirit-

led messages, each of which drew personal responses of 

both young and old crying out before God at His altar.  Our 

worship was Spirited, uplifting, and contemplative, being 

led by a band composed of folks from Faith Methodist 

Church (Marietta GA), including Daniel Prince (guitar and 

vocals), Lewis Brookshire (guitar and vocals), Audrey 

Brookshire (vocals), Blake Wooten (guitar), Will Chandler 

(bass), and John Chandler (drums and djembe).  Our Bible 

classes were led by a wonderful collection of teachers.  

Chris Williams taught two (i.e., middle school and high school) three-session classes about the image of God, while 

Daniel Prince did the same about getting involved in and recognizing the call to ministry.  Adam and Valerie Vanaman 

and Danny Speas, all students at Kentucky Mountain Bible College, joined us and taught our six-session preteen class, 

in which they used discussion, nature walks, and art / 

crafts to teach our younger crew about purpose, power, 

and prayer. 
 

Each year, it seems, we say the same thing about camp: 

ñAw, it was the best yet!ò  While I'm generally reluctant 

to say this about our camps, I'm making a bit of an ex-

ception for this year... If a great camp is one in which 

God clearly works, one in which those in attendance fit-

tingly respond, and one in which folks are evidently 

changed by Christ, then this year's AIM South East 

Youth Camp just might have been one of the best yet. 
 

From our very first service to our very last, our campers and counselors were getting 

down to business with Jesus.  [With Marshall's powerful preaching and stirring ser-

mons, it seemed as if we couldn't do otherwise!]  From our very first meal to our very 

last, which happened to be that of Holy Communion, our folks shared in a wonder-

fully close time of fellowship together.  From the time we unloaded our vehicles on 

Sunday afternoon to the time we reloaded them on Thursday morning, our camp was 

unlike most.  It was unique.  It was God-ordered and Christ-centered.  It was personal.  

It was MORE THAN MACHINE. 

MORE THAN MACHINE  
 

by Adam Godbold 
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